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 Did you ever just want to do something nice for God?  I mean were you ever just sitting 

there one day and say: “Hey, God’s been a little short-changed lately, what can I do to make 

things a little more comfortable for God”?  Those are probably rare thoughts.  Most times we are 

wondering what God can do for us, how God is not making us comfortable enough, or why God 

has failed us.  In the first reading King David haste of those rare thoughts, he says “Hey, I’m in a 

really comfy house, God is in a tent.  I’m gonna build him a real nice house!”  Although a nice 

idea, he was still doing it his own way.  God’s answer to him is surprising - and it’s effects touch 

us even today. 

 David’s plan was to build a great temple, a house worthy of God.  A house where the 

presence of God could stay, and a fitting temple in which to worship God.  God’s unexpected 

response is to ask David “did I ever ask you to build me a house?”  God then reminds David that 

it was not by David’s power that all the great things in his life happened - it was because God 

was there with him and supporting him.  God is saying “thanks for the thought David, but you 

humans are really the ones who need something.”  In response to David’s ambitious thought God 

says “actually I will build YOU a house!”  He tells David that he will raise up an heir of his to 

who will be as a Son to God.   Just like us, David knew that something was missing, but instead 

of trying to decide what that was himself, he - like us - need to figure out what God says is 

needed.  

 Since the time of the fall in the Garden of Eden humankind had been drifting.  We can all 

relate to that feeling, we can all relate to feeling like we are wandering - like evil has gotten the 

better of us.  We can let ourself drift and we don’t seem to feel the presence of God.  God knew 

people needed to be saved - so God came up with a great plan.  Jesus is the fulfillment of that 

plan foretold by the prophets (as we heard in the second reading): according to the revelation of 

the mystery kept secret for long ages.  God had been dropping hints about a savior, one who 

would be God among us, an everlasting king, who would provide us a way out. 

 We hear in the Gospel the angel Gabriel coming to a young woman and asking her to 

trust in God and be part of the great plan.   Here is God building that house he spoke to David 

about, here is the heir that will be the king who will reign forever.  But this king will be more 
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than just an heir of David’s dynasty.  Here is God coming personally to earth to lead us all out of 

the wandering, and sin, and despair that is part of our life.  David wanted to build a temple for 

God, yet now it is God who builds a temple out of the body of Jesus.  Jesus will say later of his 

body “tear down this temple and in three days I will rebuild it” - it is a temple which we all can 

all be joined to and be a part of as members of that body of Christ.  

  Jesus’ body is the missing link that connects humanity to God.  In the body of Jesus we 

who are not God can be mysteriously joined to God.  The mysteriousness of that body where 

humanity and Godhead both exist together is the key to the mystery of how humans and God can 

coexist in the same space in heaven.   God came to give us a way to be with him in heaven and 

escape the wandering, sin, and hopelessness of human life and eventual death.  A better plan than 

we could have come up with - not just a temporary and earthly solution, but an eternal one.  God 

has come up with the plan for a way to transcend all the problems and struggles of life.  But God 

does not want us to be passive, God invites us to give ourselves like Mary did. 

 God asks us, as he asked Mary, to have faith.  Mary had to let go of her fears, of her not 

being able to make sense of what the angel was saying and just go with it.  She trusted that God 

had a plan - and that this plan (as crazy as it seemed) was the key to happiness.  God’s seemingly 

crazy plan built the body of Christ in a way that we can be joined to God for eternity and be 

saved.  We can participate in the peace of that future life now in the present - but we have to 

allow God into our hearts, we have to work to think and act as Jesus taught us.  Then we will 

create less suffering for ourselves in this life while we wait for the promise to be fulfilled.  Can 

we follow Mary’s example and say: Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 

according to your word.   Christmas is upon us.  The child born in Bethleham calls to us, in this 

child we see the Body that we can join to for strength and peace in this life, and which can lead 

us to full satisfaction in the next.  If you are scratching your head wondering how God’s plan of 

allowing us to be joined to the body of Jesus works - just relax and don’t feel that you have to 

figure it out now.   Like Mary, we can simply have faith in God and cooperate with the Lord in 

His plan … and remember what the Angel said: nothing is impossible for God.


